Anterior basal encephalocele in the median cleft face syndrome. Comments on nosology and treatment.
Two cases of median cleft syndrome with associated basal encephalocele are presented. The median cleft face syndrome consists of several craniofacial defects and occurs, as far as we know, sporadically. Extracranial defects should be looked for carefully since they may indicate the presence of a specific syndrome with its own prognosis and mode of inheritance. Basal encephaloceles are sometimes part of the syndrome and may cause serious, or even life-threatening, symptoms. With regard to the treatment of basal encephaloceles there still exists a lot of controversion, but most authors agree that it is better to postpone operation until after the age of three because mortality is lower then.